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HYOUNG-KEUN (HANK) LEE
Vice-Chairman, Kia Motors Corporation
Hyoung-Keun (Hank) Lee is the highest-ranking Kia Motors global executive. In his role as Vice-Chairman of Kia Motors Corporation, which he assumed in September 2010, he oversees the global corporate planning and production, sales, marketing, after-sales and labour-management relations of one of the fastest-growing car manufacturers in the world. He is also heavily involved in Kia Motors’ environmental and corporate social responsibility programmes.

He took over his present role after more than a year as President in charge of Kia’s overseas business operations. In a career with, what is now known as, the Hyundai Motor Group which goes back to 1977, he has also been the Senior Executive Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer of the International Business Division, President of Kia Motors Europe and President and Chief Executive Officer of Dongfeng Yueda Kia – the company’s joint venture in China. While in Europe he focused on improving brand awareness with enormous success, and oversaw the introduction of the cee’d family line-up – Kia’s first all-European range.

Thanks to his vast experience of the global auto industry and a flexible and forward-thinking management style he has been able to instigate an unparalleled aggressive new model programme which has seen Kia post record sales and profits, despite the recession in many key markets. 
His sights are now on guiding Kia to a market leadership position by continuing the design-led product strategy and strengthening the overseas manufacturing network, dealer competence  and service offerings. He is also heavily involved with Kia’s sports sponsorship programmes with the NBA, FIFA and UEFA.          
