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Karim Habib
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT AND HEAD OF KIA DESIGN CENTER
Karim Habib was appointed as Senior Vice President and Head of Kia Design Center in September 2019 and is based at Kia’s global design headquarters in Namyang, Korea. Habib’s appointment enables Kia to continue enhancing the design competitiveness of its brand and products.

Responsible for the design of Kia vehicles, Habib oversees the work of Kia’s exterior, interior, colour, and material teams, and helps determine the future design strategy and direction of the Kia brand, reporting to Luc Donckerwolke, Executive Vice President and Chief Design Officer of Hyundai Motor Group.

Renowned for his exceptional ability to reflect brand identity in his designs, Habib brings with him more than twenty years’ experience leading major design projects at premium brands. His most recent role was as Executive Design Director at INFINITI Motor Company, overseeing the design of the brand’s latest concept vehicles. He worked previously with both BMW Group and Daimler Group. 

Born in Lebanon, Habib studied Mechanical Engineering at McGill University in Canada, as well as Transportation Design at the Art Center College of Design in California. He is fluent in English, French, German, and Italian.
Karim Habib career highlights:

2017 - 2019: Executive Design Director INFINITI, Nissan Motor Company

2012 - 2017: Head of Design BMW Automobiles, BMW Group

2011 - 2012: Head of Exterior Design BMW Automobiles, BMW Group

2009 - 2011: Senior Manager Advanced Design Germany, Daimler

2007 - 2009: Chief Designer Advanced Design, BMW Group

2004 - 2007: Senior Designer (Exterior Production Design), BMW Group

2002 - 2003: Exterior/Interior Designer - Advanced Design, BMW Group

1998 - 2001: Exterior/Interior Production Designer, BMW Group

